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. Bt Michsel Getler: _pghéniage_m, it would lksly, be the ~able to attack this fomation-eftec: |
7, Washingtoa Post Start "'""'1 S5 nnd‘19908 before ;haSovxet.s could - tiively because the- blask and -radia- 4

" Defense, tary :» .,,.' DD X ‘;ot;on from- theirfirst: attackmg mis-:y
Weinberger must decide nextinontlr “INIX/dense b, -+ 84 ¥ siles -would* destroy? or blow,. ofE:)
whether {o'endorse the “dense pack” : sﬁuTbe’%*ijiBependent‘ ,l:ecbmcal ‘spé3course the -following’ onés. The- ‘Air. |
basing plan for: the MX' mmxlerbut..} cialists are members of:;a, special *“Force -believes -that: 70 ‘percent . of:

techma!‘!xperts and 9mtelhgence panela inted by Wembe ‘angd 3 MX missiles would's sumye. B ’wq
officials=ytill’ differ on one*cruclal e- . headéd” by Umverslty of ‘Californi#=>73:~ The genieral optmnsm "about & go-=

queshon.. How long will it take'Mos-7 'mclst Charles H. Townes: For the

cow to develop'a oounter*_bﬁﬂt,ho" ostt pait, these panelists are Scien- "7,

basing plak? - g 'Workmg ‘outside governmentor ’E‘\because the Townes weL offictals
"'"sard,t ‘teported " thats: the existing/

RS . A ety
That*would determmdﬂiﬁo%jonggﬁome ‘defense and military officials.
dense pack, at‘a cost of~more than™ In&therr assessment;.-officials ex Sowet missile - forces: plus Moscow’s”
$25 billionsmight be effectm before. ;- i lam,,ihe Townes committee mem-n»—,pm_lected force’ through ‘this decades| - -
either, ayr'expansion ogmmntxmrs:- « berszcompared only: the:ftechnical %\vould not. be- enough to overcome-
. sile defense system. would#b_ei-“.'re-' abilities of the Sovref:Umon ‘and”s-“dense " pack. “Thex Soviéts, ofﬁcralsj

ahéad - rests on": gifeeling that the:J
president personally ‘wants MX, and “

quired:to Protect it. 1<y damiiw . -1 ... theUnited States. The: ‘intelligence - "bshevaﬁ do- not-‘rihave ithe: precise
" Ait Force:LtC Gen. Lamence A ®microsecond® cdntrol mechamsms*u
tbat:wouldberequrredtocanyouta,.
simiultaneous’ alf-outxattack.
The administration‘has argued
that the current” -American force- of

1,000 Minuteman * mmrla, spread |

* Skentze, ThS deputy chief of staff. for "
research and'development,’ said in an-

interview ~that. “the ; difference of

opmron"*hbout the time:it’ w0uld‘:_v
" take Moscaw, at least theoretlcally, .
to react’to y dense pack and developa "

threat agamst»rt “ranges from erght
- to 15 years.”

’l‘hat.,drfference. he sard, “is the
major thing, in- point of view, be-
tween some-of the independent tech-

nical people who have looked at MX

versus the percéption of the’ people- .
... gelf- during previous-- deliberations

_ about where to put the MX, and Air*

. Force officers say the!f do not. know

. his views now.

in the intelligence community.”
In theiview of technical speclal-
" ists, :if President Reagan makes a
decision in faver of dense pack and
asks Congress-in December to- sup-

port MX deployment based on this

scheme, the. Soviets could conceiv-
ably- ield a counter-weapon by late
1990 if théy began work right away.

years after the Air Force’s 1986 tar-
get for felding the first of 100 MX
intercontinental missiles in new su-
per-hardened * underground silos.
Under current plans, it will take
‘three years, until 1989, to complete
that MX deployment. -~ -

lf t.he mtelhgenoe commumt.y is
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._,asae_eement by the CIAand othe o
) agencies , took into accdunt other fac-*
- tors;’ ‘such as resource problems and:
, inefficiencies in the -Soviet . syste

:that could. delay development of so%;
phmtroated riew weapons. - 3
.According:to a presrdenﬂal direc-
tive,” Weinberger- is supposed ‘tos:
make - his “recommendation on’ MX',¢

_basing to the. White' House by ‘Nov. > tainty for Soviet war: planners: -
" 1.:The Air Force made its final pre<' 7

sentation in favor of dense pack to- =
Weinberger last month. ‘Weinberger
has kept his personal views to him-

and t.he

Within the Air -Fi

S e

AWhnte House, however, there j&™a'¥

general sense of optimism that dense.”

-+ pack will get a _go-ahead,; “although -
. there also is a feeling that Weinber- -
That ‘would ‘be-only" about- four -~

ger - remains “uncomfortable” - with -
the plan, as one official: put it. One -

seniof officer, not Skantze, said he -, missile warheads which could adjist”

believes “if Weinberger had hxs dru—
thers, he’d kill it.” S

“closely spaced basing,” would bunch
the new MX missile silos close to- -

gether ’I‘he Sovrets would not be

?

across the Northwest, is’ vulnerablm
i to Soviet attack, and .the Air Force

£s4'A special subpanel of the- Townes
‘committee, however, said there were

‘Most bot.hersome, Air Force officers .
'+ said, - is the prospect” ‘that’ Moscow™

'thus use smaller. atomic explosives ]
‘Dense pack, ofﬁcmlly known as -

Arr Force officrals, agreed that..the. Q

‘says dense pack:will. create uncer-

Some- things the-Soviets: eventually
‘éould do to overcome ‘dense pack. %

-could develop earth-pentrator" mis-.
“wgile warheads that burrow into the
ground - after . impact: {The:‘under- " ;i
“ground explosion: ‘could ‘crush a nears
by missile silo but_ avoid. the blast
“-that would- knock more. mcommgr,
‘warheads off- course.. ;. %+

-The". next.. most troublesome,
ofﬁcnals said, would be maneuverable

their course for greater accuracy and :

that also would reduce effects on the 4
foﬂow-up Soviet strikes..». ". . 7]
. The Townes -panel,. aooordmg to
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